
ODIHAM CONSOLIDATED CHARITIES
GUIDANCE NOTES

These notes are intended to give prospective new residents information about the selection criteria when allocating Almshouses and for successful applicants, what services and facilities are provided by the Trustees of Odiham Consolidated Charities and those which need to be provided by residents.

SELECTION CRITERIA FOR ALMSHOUSE ALLOCATION

General criteria applied are that applicants should be or have been resident in the Parish of Odiham and North Warnborough and in need. Need is broken down into a number of different factors, i.e.: 

Residency, age, financial circumstances, housing needs, state of health and health needs, family needs and previous service to the community.

Further information about these criteria is given below. A scoring system is used as part of the initial assessment of applicants.

Residency -
The Trustees would expect that applicants can demonstrate they have been resident in the area of the Parish of Odiham and North Warnborough ( part of which extends into Hook ) for a minimum of 5 years, either as a current resident or in the past . In very exceptional circumstances the Trustees may consider applications from individuals who do not fulfil the residency criterion if they are otherwise qualified. 

Age -
Although there is no upper or lower age limit, those in the range 60-75 will score higher than other age groups. Applicants should however have good health, be able to look after themselves and not require any nursing care. 

Financial circumstances – Capital assets and income are considered. It is unlikely that any applicant with high levels of savings or investments, or with a house to sell (where a substantial sum would be realised on the sale of the house) would be successful.

Housing needs – Factors considered are whether the individual has any accommodation and suitability of current housing.

State of Health & Health Needs – Applicants should enjoy good health, be able to look after themselves and not require any nursing care.

Family Needs - The existence of family support in Odiham or a neighbouring parish is considered.

Previous Community Service – Level of service to local community or charitable activities in area are considered.

The Trustees wish to point out to applicants and their families that Odiham Consolidated Charities is not an alternative to Social Services or the local Housing Authority and it is not the Charities’ responsibility to look after the housing needs of individuals. The Trustees’ responsibilities in allocating Almshouses are to apply the assessment scheme consistently and fairly and in doing this a wide range of factors, described above, have to be considered and applied to all those applying at any one time for an Almshouse.
SERVICES/FACILITIES

The weekly ‘maintenance charge’ (the equivalent of rent) paid by residents includes provision for the following:-


Central heating


Hot water


Water rates


Alarm system

The following need to be arranged and paid for by residents themselves:-


Council tax


Electricity


Telephone

Items to be provided by residents:-


Fridge


Other domestic appliances as required


Carpets (kitchen and bathroom floors are provided tiled)

The following is arranged by Odiham Consolidated Charities


A cooker unless the new resident(s) wish to bring their own


TV Licence (this is covered by a concessionary licence for charities)
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